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Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People — Third Report —  
The merits of appointing a commissioner for Aboriginal children and young people — Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: I will now turn my attention to the substantive part of this report. Before I do that, I want 
to acknowledge my parliamentary colleagues on this committee: the chair, Ms Robyn Clarke; the deputy chair, 
Hon Neil Thomson, who is a member of this place; Ms Rebecca Stephens; and, of course, Hon Ayor Makur Chuot, 
also of the Legislative Council. 
During the first part of my contribution today, I touched on the importance of the recommendations from the 
Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People and the government’s response 
in the letter of the Attorney General, tabled today by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Attorney General, 
Hon Matthew Swinbourn. The government has taken a prudent attitude in dealing with a difficult situation. It is 
difficult because we are dealing with young people who are experiencing a lot of disadvantages. The third report 
of the committee notes on page 3 that, according to the commissioner, Aboriginal children and young people in WA 
are 16.7 times more likely to be removed from their families by child protection services than non-Aboriginal 
children, 36 times more likely to be in detention than non-Aboriginal children and young people, and 17.8 times 
more likely to be subject to a community-based supervision order than non-Aboriginal children and young people. 
They experience almost three times the incidence of developmental vulnerabilities upon entering primary school 
compared with non-Aboriginal children and young people—45 per cent compared with 18 per cent. They are also 
at higher risk of mental health problems than their non-Aboriginal peers. Almost one in every four Aboriginal children 
aged four to 17 years is at high risk of experiencing clinically significant emotional or behavioural difficulties. 
These statistics I have read were noted in the report, but they are lives; they are young people behind these stats. I have 
two young boys aged seven and 10, and I cannot imagine what it would feel like for a young person growing up in 
a household that is violent and may not be caring. That would be a traumatic experience. It is important that we realise 
that this is a situation that we should not politicise. It is a situation in which we have to work with stakeholders. This 
is not something that we should rush to a conclusion on. I am proud that this government has taken positive and real 
steps to look at this matter and engage with it. It continues to engage with stakeholders so that there is a better approach. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: I was a bit perplexed by the comments made by Hon Nick Goiran when he claimed that 
we had not read the letter from Hon John Quigley. I note that the honourable member likes to comment often on 
our ability to read. Reading is one thing; comprehension is something completely different.  
An opposition member: When did you first read it? 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: When did I first read it? Earlier today. I note that the letter says that the government will 
continue to engage key stakeholders about whether to establish a distinct commissioner for Aboriginal children 
and young people. That was key to the report. The report has noted in numerous places that it wants this engagement 
process to commence before we actually proceed with this appointment. On page 1, the report notes — 

… we … comment on the need for consultation in regard to any future appointment process. 
We also provide some thoughts on suitable models … there may be broad agreement on the need for 
a commissioner for Aboriginal children and young people, there is less clarity in relation to what form 
the position should take. 

Again, it notes that there needs to be consultation. I do not think that the Attorney General saying that he wants to 
reconsider this once the engagement has been completed is necessarily a negative comment. I think it actually reflects 
the feelings of the committee in this report. 
Consideration of report adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to standing orders. 
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